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April 1, 2022
The Honorable Joseph R. Biden Jr.
President of the United States
The White House
1600 Pennsylvania Avenue, NW
Washington, DC 20500

His Excellency Fumio Kishida
Prime Minister of Japan

Sori Daijin Kantei

2-3-1 Nagatacho

Chiyoda City, Tokyo 100-0014

Dear President Joseph Biden and Prime Minister Fumio Kishida:

We, the undersigned elected representatives of the people of Japan and the United States, encourage
both governments to consider clarifying that they do not support the first use of nuclear weapons at
any time or under any circumstances.

As you know, a no-first-use policy for U.S. nuclear weapons is already the de-facto policy of the
U.S.-Japan alliance. U.S. and Japanese officials have not identified any scenario in which the first
use of U.S. nuclear weapons would be necessary or desirable.

A no-first-use policy would not weaken the U.S. ability to protect Japan and itself from a nuclear
attack. That protection is based on the promise of U.S. nuclear retaliation, not on the ability to strike
first. In fact, a no-first-use policy would increase protection against a nuclear attack by reducing
doubt, miscalculation, and the possibility of an accidental nuclear launch.

A U.S. declaration stating that it would never start a nuclear war, supported by Japan, would breathe
new life into international efforts to reduce and eventually eliminate the danger of nuclear war. This
is especially important at a time when tensions between the nuclear-weapons-possessing states,
especially between the United States and China, are increasing.

Though the U.S. has recently completed its Nuclear Posture Review, it is never too late to commit
to a no-first-use policy. Making this sensible change to U.S. nuclear weapons policy enjoys
overwhelming support, both in our respective legislatures as well as among the citizens we
represent.

Thank you for your full and fair consideration of this request.

Sincerely,
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United States Senator
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MAXINE WATERS
Member of Congress

BONNIE WATSON COLEMAN
Member of Congress
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